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si ana 


In the soring o f the year of 184 7 a man b y the name of 

S >* z ~~i 

"'ichael Johnston end his wife Judith J ohnsto n <*, started out from "eauvll l, 

* 

Couerhla go County* Ohio, to go to r egur a - , Illinois. ' e bo-h- 

a school teacher.had received an ajnpointment to teach in one of the 

schools of "eaura Countv. x ll inQ-Ls. 

In passing through the distric t which was later n am ed. .Highlan ds^ 
-(itof WU>. £ A»/>4. 

Mr. Johnston noticed wba - t a wonderful country-this W!TS to hun4 > +*rr. Th e 
t rail wf;ich the Indians traveled in t ose days "/as on the So uth side of 
the Ridge. At that time all of the land between the ridge - n.d w het, is 
now the Lincoln Highway was submerged.under water, reaching a depth in 
scuwe places as much as sixteen foot.,/* This swampy was later drained by 




the digging of the Fart Ditch^ in Xh-i-eh *Mr. Hart^his life through a cavd'.- 


/•*t 


in. 


A little to the orth was the Little Calumet River'’. — d' 1 ’ -rrf Trys 


territory was abounding In game of all kinds. 

Mri these advantages did not escape the eyes of Mr. Johnston* 

» 

^ Being a man who liked to hunt and fish - he decided to come back to 

A 

this territory to make his permanent home. ns soon as he brought 

AN />*£**“ 

his wife to Heru rs County, Illinois,he- returned and settled dow n in 
1848* in what is now the JOHN PAPP place, about 3/4 of e mile east fro? 
the center of Highland. He built Maw If a log house and started to 
buy land from the Government. ~e-t n r d e ^Is living^by hunting^-end- trapping * 

J jkf 1 

raising some wheat and corn, wnd fHe also traded with the Indians w o used to 


1 


come here to A hur.t in jthjs fall of the year. In the -Pall" of 
1848 Fr*. Johns ton J s parents £u-*te -erfwt settled close to Johnston's horned LZ 
r *s. Johnston's oarents name was Sol omen - orton end his wife arv end 

•* T K vy 

four children, Antonette, Emma, Charles and Smith i-onton. -4Uae irbrtons 
only stayed a few years. They left highlands a«e~*i<>ve-d ana settled in 
Rossy, Inaianj 




f, inaiana. _ \ J I* SHI 

$he^nearest neighbors^liu th'er-Johne4>or> J a- - i n l-84h lived ur East, 


about -k mile bast of obart, 

VW kr% 

West of biuLiE. was the Brass 1 

Avenue and J^idge Road. A historical marker now marks the soot. 


family by the name of d. unde11 • To the 

tn ”-W>- - w _?. +' • 1 . •w. * ^ \ 

,'est of biiW. was the Brass Tavern located on the corner of, Colombia 


































KISTORT f 2 

In 1865 the Johnstons built a new home which now belongs to John 
/ .papr. It is still well preserved and in good condition. It ie built of 


white pine and red cedar upon a foundation of nigger heads. 

tvs* 

/ The third family •wno. cpgme to Hig hlan ds % s a ma»-by the-iia mo ~&£ 

Ab 0 i#e settled oi lace a little "est of what is now 


Camp Beautiful* in the mem time while this w*s goinr on there were 
™ several children In the Community end the need of a school was felt. rs. 


a school room in the front prrt of her home to educate 


Johnston 
the children in the three R*s. 


She t r n<»ht them for eleven years. 


The first school hous e was built In 1360 on pro perty n ow belong- 
ing to Andrew fochslka. A .few years ago this. building vi as moved to High- 


wav /venueand was remodeled into a home now owned by Mrs. Slocum, and 
—■*•---- f A 

is-the ry'sidenoe. r. and Mrs. George Rachau and family. 


In the ys ar 


a new. aohool- Jaouoe was .built on property now 


occupied by the Town Hall.Hfhis building served as a school until about 
d-— 3 - wo o the n moved a little East of the center of the Tovm end is now 


occupied by Hienderd hi kert, Public School Janitor.A new Yju lading was 

n r sk. # a c 

erected which served as a school house until 1915 ”. h&he« e new e ch oo- 1 site 
was purcha sed#-Jh building erected, which is still serving as a school. 

In the-year- 1925 a new addition was added to. rh w hic h 1 at the present time 


is where 


dren to scTTodl. 

Thth-g^ld -ach oo^ ~ property was purchased by the Tow-) fo: 


b;vn Hell. 


In the year 1881 the Erie Railroad reached No^th Judson from the 

East* timer . the railroad started from Chica go, a nd reached Highiartd 

. ~***< ' 
Bo the North of what is now Hiahla nc/i). ft 



was all swamp^ when ^^ 

reached high ground they called It Highlands ^although the Post office for 
c long time went by the name of Clough Postal Station. 




Th’* ,rt **»“««- o^ - 

In 1883 t he orlg fena l town of _f n d.< wss plated. wV* ^ 1 five 


_ a 

lo cks e aoi wa£ - r ‘'i-©h co ns 1 st*s 1 pf the present streets 1st - 2n3 - 3rd - 4t-h- 

1 1 ■ c • ■ t 


and-5th fnig' orth and Southi ighway Avenue, ’ icker, Clough and Lincoln 
vj ' V“ _* 


Streets Lest and West. 


hen the K.ori ginal Torm of dp was laid out a large land owner 

y th& name of John plough erected' foy-f houses. — f~-ysrrr -of—rc^r^l 




















><k Johnstori;^ ^— 

jL ^ 


^ / 




./SSL 


!-'IS£OKI # 3 

s»o 


JJ-ORT 

AltCyK ^ 


T 




**£»«*, > 


_A I : cd Jo -nstqn . built a grocery st ore .in wfaitk e-l-eo 


wse the Post o^^trrr. This buiMirijr. is still -st* tv?inn end-is owned by the 
Grimmers,located a little West of the four corners. At the same time 
o men by the name of Be nja min S wets smarted a stqrq(which was later ohanged xh 
into a tavern,)in a building erected on the four corners .which was later 
moved a little West and is also owned by the Grimmer*. 

JJnder a Democratic admini stra tlon the Johnstons had the Post Office, 
n nd in e republican administration Beniamin S wets had the,Post office. 

In the year 1390 a man by the name of Clark erected and operated 
a kr/ut factory. This bxiilding was later xnxad sold to the liber ..ros. 
who TlEteii- sold it to Libby, Me’ eil, anc Libby. Later on Libby also erected 
a salting shed for pickles and pickled onions—eiso a cooking plant for 
tomatoes. 

A gr eat many Dutch people settled in end ©round Highlands. They 

V ' j*r£.*• r ^ V5J t 5 

weremost-Ey nil truck farmers who raised -*—« •••e-1 of c abb ap e, onions 

and tomatoes.^Tibby used to cut from 60 to 100 ton of cabbage a day when 
the season dvas open. As many sometimes as fifty to one hundred waggons 
\ised to st^tnd in line w c iting to be \uiloaded. Bhtndreds of car loads of 
onions wJiM® were shipped out of Highland/, mostly rod ones to the Southern 
markets/for the colored folks* 



was shi red 

H r • rr\ C H • C«* 

out to the surrounding territories and was used for the fertilization of the 


fields. Later the automobiles took the place of horses in the City and 

manure bee me scarce and costly. The truck farmers coi^ld not make a go of 
■ ■ - 


it, so they started intensive farming.se-liiag their produce to the 
surrounding cities which in the mean time had been growing and furnished 
them with an amnle market. 

Libb^: McNeil and Libby p-et being able to get any.more produce move# 

their plant to Blue Island, Illinois. 

( •+■&-'’ • 

In 1900 the f •* churc h was. b r ntl -as » Mefihocist congregation 

is^now the r ’nptist Chi’rch.j In 19 0*^1 ano4>he%»^e-fr»M»f»h was organized and a 
' church building ww erected whic’-’ is the Christian Reformed Church, j 












































HISTORY #4 


In 1905 the Chic ago Southern Indiana Railroad built through 
• i is r \v r.rt of the New York Centre] 


later, some of the farmers orrnnized and formed the 

7 4 




Produce Comouny, t ~e i r oraotn - A kr#ut - ctory «r 

Tv* «<* p 

C. I S railroad # ac 1 d - kno^t ai i e d was managed fprthe Lake County ffrdduce 


by Herman Meeter. 


'S 


On Kerch 19, 1905 1 T o'• • • atos ir 7 aabckh* 

VI d 

xxids x jtbBE’ 1906 his wife Judith died. The Johnstons «.-»«■***•• lived In T igh- 


lands continuously since 1848. 

■h«»^ 


/ A. 


tr hieh 


/ 4 f iJMt c k / V 


Tn 1910 the jfcbrn ivas incor porated and was divided into three wards. 










»«* » change d to five war ds, 

i . i j i ^° 1914 a - ~bani » - rrr s ~s b ' "te d w M -ch- wo e c e rl-l c-et-- th e— Form er s 


r -nr This < x » * * k oi» e wt «= S’" until Hebru. W 1932 when it went into 




*" ■ i« . o ivano hands A 




juu 


In 1918 a lumber,yard was started unde^management of @orrit Postema 
m h i uiT .it 1 sunUf fincnicsl trouble^was taken over by the present owner “Mr* 


fir 


Fisher. t Su^ 

n h » *»fe YTTilYrf .*? 1925 Yr. ’Murray Turner, a Hammond P rk Com 5 

o y '« 

stapled g ^i5a¥£or i to preserve the lost piece of timber standing :• I 'ghlnc^ 


Vr.l 


sr 


eraorial 

iv 


i rk f or t he so Id 


Mors 




who gave their lives for their country. After a great deal of work and by 


a special act of the legislature, I orth Township J'emoricl Park was formed. 








land was squired i -ir i notpi I I t from the "'icker Estate^ s j-'w o - o portion 
from Peter Piers, Herman Teeter, iss Ylootwyk and 'Jacob ' iltier. 

^ The park wss .(indicated on June the 14th., 1927 by. the Honorable Calvin ] 


Cooledge, President of the United States of America. 

d 

A ccordinp to the lest st titties, j ighlaa drf he^ 557 families. It 


had 4 Grocery stores, 4 Garages, 8 places have filling stations, 4 taverns, 
and one e±clusive lu nch ro om? One place where periodicals end pat^ened drugs 


r £ 4 <- \c* 

and Ice cream-4-s sold, one hardware store, three vegetable stands. It; also 
<L 


had 3 ChurchM Organizations , two churches and two schools. 


Finished to date November *5, 1935 

. * choirs Porter. 











































